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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 21-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lahn 
(6,925,382). 

Regarding applicant claims 21-22. 29-30 . Lahn discloses an image apparatus of 
image processing method and displaying shot image of the ground surface taken with 
photographic equipment that is mounted on an airframe in the air (Lahn: column 4, lines 
27-31) the method comprising: detecting (Lahn: column 6, lines 25-40), three 
dimensionally, photographic position of the video camera (Lahn: column 4, lines 53-60: 
"sensor pointing angle") in the air (Lahn: column 4, lines 27-32); computing a 
photographic range of the ground surface to be photographed based on the 
photographic position detected (Lahn: column 5, lines 30-40); transforming the video 
picture taken by the camera to conform to the photographic range (Lahn: column 5, ines 
15-20); and displaying the video picture (Lahn: column 5, lines 25-31) so transformed, 
superimposed on a map of a geographic information system (Lahn: column 6, lines 10- 
20; column 5, lines 14-17: "mosaicing"). 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,550 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3661 

Regarding claims 23 . Lahn discloses wherein the plurality of video pictures area 
superimposed on a map are connected by overlapping parts of the video pictures (Lahn: 
column 5, lines 15-20), as in the claim. 

Regarding claims 24 . Lahn discloses wherein the successively taken video 
pictures are sampled in a predetermined cycle (Lahn: column 4, lines 20-25: "LOS slew 
device"), as in the claim. 

Regarding claims 25-27. 33-34 . Lahn discloses that the photographic range is 
computed based upon inclination and rotation angles of the video camera with respect 
to the ground surface (Lahn: column 4, lines 25-35: LOS sensor coupled with the 
aircraft pitch, yaw, and roll), as in the claims. 

Regarding claim 28 . Lahn discloses utilizing three-dimensional topographic data, 
including altitude information regarding the ups and downs of the ground (Lahn: column 
4, lines 65-67; column 5, lines 1-5), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 31-32 . Lahn discloses image display method wherein landmarks 
are extracted from a map of said geographic information system and said shot image 
respectively, and the corresponding landmarks are compared whereby a parameter for 
use in computing a photographic area of the ground surface having been shot is 
compensated and a shot image is displayed being superposed with high precision on a 
map of the geographic information system (column 3, lines 40-65, "identify potential 
objects of interest; (Lahn: column 4, lines 53-60: "predetermined area of interest") 

Regarding claims 33-35. 39 . Lahn discloses that the photographic range is 
computed based upon inclination and rotation angles of the video camera with respect 
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to the ground surface (Lahn: column 4, lines 25-35: LOS sensor coupled with the 
aircraft pitch, yaw, and roll), as in the claims. 

Regarding claims 36-37, Lahn discloses the image display method wherein an 
average value of parameter compensation values between 2 points of each landmark is 
used in the case of not less than 3 landmarks having been extracted and a 
photographic area of the ground surface having been shot is computed (col. 5, lines 8- 
30, Fig. 3 "image processing architecture... eliminate unwanted clutter objects from 
consideration, and identify potential targets of interest for operator consideration.") 

Regarding claims 38 , Lahn discloses wherein the plurality of video pictures area 
superimposed on a map are connected by overlapping parts of the video pictures (Lahn: 
column 5, lines 15-20), as in the claim. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WAE LOUIE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5195. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 0700-1530. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas G. Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Wae Louie/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3661 

/Thomas G. Black/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3661 



